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BUYING A VEHICLE

Use common sense.
If it looks too good to be true, it probably is!

Don’t meet the seller in an unsafe location. Try to meet
at a permanent location of the seller, and avoid situations
where you only reach the seller on a beeper.

Don’t go alone, and be sure someone who isn’t going
with you knows where you are going and who you are
meeting.

Let the seller know that you will not be bringing cash,
but will pay by personal or cashier’s check if you
decide to buy the vehicle.

Ask the seller for valid picture I.D., and compare the
information to the vehicle registration.

Be leery of pre-signed ownership documents, or sellers
who are not both the registered and legal owner. The
documents may be forged, or a lender may have a lien
that prevents transfer of title.

If the ownership documents are recently issued or
duplicate, the vehicle may have changed hands recently
or the title lost. Inquire why.

Check the ownership documents for an indication that
the vehicle is a salvage, and be very cautious if it is.
Many salvage vehicles are rebuilt with stolen parts or are
unsafe. Also be alert to these issues if any vehicle
appears to have been extensively damaged or rebuilt.

Be sure all numbers match. Look at the numbers on both
the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) plate and the

OWNING A VEHICLE

Park in well-lighted, visible and well-traveled areas.
Be aware of your surroundings.

Lock your car and don’t leave the key in it.

Use one or more anti-theft security devices such as a
steering wheel lock, shut-off switch, alarm, window
etching or electronic tracking system.

Don’t leave valuables or packages in plain sight, even if
the vehicle is locked.

If you do travel with valuables or packages, put them out
of sight when you first enter your car. Otherwise, a thief
who observes you putting them away after you park
might break in or steal the car once you leave.

Keep the doors locked and windows up at least most of
the way when driving to discourage carjacking.

Never leave the key code in the car or on the key ring.

Be aware that certain models are more frequent targets
of theft. Many insurance agents can provide current
information.

Keep registration documents with you when operating
the vehicle, but DO NOT keep title or other ownership
documents in the car.

Be aware of personal points of identification to distin-
guish your vehicle if it’s stolen. Examples include
scratches, stains, decals, etc. Also, permanently etch or
mark accessories with your driver’s license number, and
drop a business card down the window slot to serve as
identification in the event the VIN is removed.
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VEHICLE INFORMATION CARD

SELLING A

Use common sense.
If you don't feel comfortable, don’t go forward.

VEHICLE

Do not invite a buyer you don’t know to your home. He or
she could be a burglar or car thief casing your car or house.

Don’t give out unnecessary personal information about
yourself, your family or your schedule.

Don’t consider a test drive until you’re confident the buyer
is legitimate. Be sure the buyer has a valid driver’s license
with a photo, and leave the information about the buyer
with someone who is not going on the test drive with you.

Don’t let the buyer test drive your vehicle alone, even if
the buyer offers to leave the keys to his or her car with you
as security. It may be stolen, or of little value compared to
yours. If possible, also have a friend or relative of yours go
along with you for added safety. It is best to meet the
buyer in daylight hours, and at a well-traveled location.

Limit the test drive to areas that are familiar to you.

Do not surrender the ownership documents until you have
verified that the funds are valid. Cash or cashier’s checks
can be counterfeit of forged, and stop payments can be
placed on checks. Confirm that payment is valid, regard-
less of the form of payment. Consider going to the bank
the personal or cashier’s check is drawn on to consummate
the transaction. Also, if you accept any significant sum of
cash, do so in a location where you can immediately
deposit it, rather than carry it and become a robbery target.

license plate. They should be the same as on the | eto the inf Then dl " | g dall
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